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WELCOME IN THE NAME OF JESUS, OUR LORD
We pray that our worship this day will be an inspiration to every one of us.
If you are a visitor or the guest of someone, please sign our Guest Book at the
round table in the Foyer. Requests for prayers in this morning's service may be
made by writing them on the Prayer Request form in the entryway of the church.
A Nursery for infants and toddlers is available in Room 4 on this level.
Jesus said: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just
as I have loved you, you are also to love another. By this all people will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35

The Order of Morning Worship – Setting Three
TO OUR VISITORS AND GUESTS: The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at this congregation is
administered in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions. It is
celebrated in the confidence that we receive into our mouths, not just bread and wine, but as our
Lord promises His true Body and Blood “through and in which we obtain the forgiveness of sins”.
If you are not a member of a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, we kindly ask
that you arrange for a time to speak with Pastor Riley if you are interested in receiving Holy
Communion.

AS WE GATHER
From the outside looking in, our walking together through the forty days of Lent does not seem
nearly as exciting as the cheerfulness of Christmas or the elation of Easter, which we will
experience two short weeks from today. Yet there is much joy to be found! There’s a great reason
to rejoice! God blesses us with time together today to fix our eyes on Jesus and receive Him who
was rejected for our redemption, forsaken for our forgiveness, and sacrificed for our salvation.
Following the example of Paul, we cast everything else aside and find joy—true, lasting, eternal
joy—in “the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:8). Jesus longs for us to
receive Him as He reveals Himself by His Word and Spirit, learning to know Him for who He truly
is and what He has come to give. Christ alone is our joy—at Christmas, at Easter, during the
season of Lent, and every day we are given! “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice”
(Philippians 4:4).

 OPENING HYMN No. 909: “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation"

Confession and Absolution
p. 184

Service of the Word
p. 186
Kyrie
 SALUTATION and COLLECT of the DAY
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we
may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
(Be Seated)

 OLD TESTAMENT: Isaiah 43:16–21
(The Lord gives refreshment in the wilderness to His chosen people.)
Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings
forth chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are
extinguished, quenched like a wick: “Remember not the former things, nor consider the things
of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make
a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild beasts will honor me, the jackals
and the ostriches, for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my
chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself that they might declare my praise.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
 GRADUAL
C(Sung):

O come, let us fix our eyes on | Jesus,*
the founder and perfecter | of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,*
and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God.

 EPISTLE: Philippians 3: 8–14
(Everything is counted as loss compared to the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus.)
Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish,
in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own
that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God that depends on faith—that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may
share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain
the resurrection from the dead.
Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have
made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
(Please Stand and Sing the Lenten Verse p. 190)
 HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 20:9–20 (The rejected Son of God is our cornerstone.)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twentieth chapter.

C (Sung): Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
And he began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and let it out to
tenants and went into another country for a long while. When the time came, he sent a
servant to the tenants, so that they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the
tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. And he sent another servant. But they
also beat and treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. And he sent yet a
third. This one also they wounded and cast out. Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What

shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.’ But when the tenants
saw him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may
be ours.’ And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of
the vineyard do to them? He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to
others.” When they heard this, they said, “Surely not!” But he looked directly at them and
said, “What then is this that is written: “‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone’?
Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it
will crush him.”
The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they
perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they feared the people. So they
watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that they might catch him in
something he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the governor.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C (Sung):

Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

 STATEMENT of FAITH: Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
Begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead whose kingdom
will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
(Be Seated)
 HYMN of the DAY No. 730: “What Is the World to Me?"
 SERMON: “Enjoy Lent?!"

Philippians 3:4-14

(Please Stand)
 OFFERTORY: (Page 192)
(Be Seated)

Offering
We respond to God's love with our OFFERINGS
Choir Anthem:
(Please Stand)
 PRAYER of the CHURCH
P: Friends in Christ, I urge you all to joyfully lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ
our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. God, our Father in heaven, look with
mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be
hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the
fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living
whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your joy.
P: Grant that Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are
blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to come to know You by faith and find their
righteousness in Jesus Christ, Your Son, that the number of Christians be increased. Lord, in
Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your joy.
P: Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of
both good and evil things, that our own wills be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good
and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend [names . . . and] all who are in
need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your joy.
P: Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You
to provide for all our needs, rejoicing always in Your fatherly care. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your joy.
P: Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts be at
peace and rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or
alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your joy.
P: Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn
from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil as he seeks to rob us of our joy and
confidence in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your joy.
P: And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your joy.

P: We joyfully trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

C: Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

(p. 194)

At the time of DISTRIBUTION, all those wishing to receive Holy Communion will come forward as
the ushers direct. The bread/Body of the Lord will be served in your hand. If you wish to receive
the Lord’s blood from an individual glass rather than from the common cup, indicate so when
Lay Assistant comes to you and he will hand you a glass from which you then drink and place
back in the tray carried by the acolyte. If you are not a member of this congregation or a
sister congregation within the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, it is suggested that you
speak to the Pastor before partaking of Holy Communion.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS No. 634: “The Death of Jesus Christ”
At the end of the Distribution we stand and continue with
the NUNC DIMITTIS on p. 199
 CLOSING HYMN No. 426: "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross"
 POSTLUDE_____________________________________________________
SERVING US AS WE WORSHIP TODAY:
Assisting Elders – Rich Conroy & Bill
Schneeloch
Lay Reader – Linda Slozak
Organist – Don Heinemann
Altar Care – Jane McClure

THE FLOWERS in the chancel this
morning are given to the glory of God
and in loving memory of

EASTER FLOWERS:
Easter flower forms are available on the round table in the foyer need to be handed in as
soon as possible. This year we are offering:
Daffodils: 6 inch - $7.00
Lilies: Single - $8.00
Hyacinth: 6 inch pot - $7.00
Double - $14.00
8” Hydrangea - $20.00
Triple - $20.00
Tulips: 6 inch pot - $7.00
If you would like to order flowers that will adorn the altar on Easter, in honor or in loving
memory of a loved one, please fill out a flower form located on the round table in the
church foyer or call Jane McClure (562-0492) to order or for any questions.
2019 ALTAR CARE: A sign-up sheet is located in the foyer for those who are willing to
volunteer to clean our church altar. If you are unable to do a full month, two weeks would
be fine. All are encouraged to help with the task. Training will be provided if needed.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS are needed each Sunday. Please sign up on the sheet located
in the foyer to host a coffee hour after church. This activity is wonderful way to share in
fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ. Please see Linda Slozak or Erika
Slozak if you have any questions.
2019 ALTAR FLOWERS: The flower book pages for the New Year are now in the book.
The cost for each bouquet is $21.00. We can do up to three bouquets per Sunday. If
anyone would like to have flowers for a particular Sunday, please sign up in the flower
book located in the church foyer or see Jane McClure (562- 0492). Please make checks
payable to St. John’s Altar Guild.
RADIO MINISTRY: There are many Sundays coming up that are available for
sponsorship. Please help in the continuing outreach mission project of our Radio
Broadcast of Sunday morning Worship. Broadcasts can be heard each Sunday at 7:30
a.m. on WHYN (560 AM). The cost for the program is now $125 per week. If you are
interested in sponsoring a broadcast (or a part of a broadcast) in memory of or in honor
of anyone please call the church or sign up on the sheet outside the office door.

