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WELCOME IN THE NAME OF JESUS, OUR LORD!
We pray that our worship this day will be an inspiration to every one of us.
If you are a visitor or the guest of someone, please sign our Guest Book at the
round table in the Foyer. Requests for prayers in this morning's service may be
made by writing them on the Prayer Request form in the entryway of the church.
A Nursery for infants and toddlers is available in Room 4 on this level.
Jesus said: “A new commandment I
give to you, that you love one
another: just has I have loved you,
you are also to love another. By this
all people will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another.” John 13:34-35

The Order of Holy Worship
TO OUR VISITORS AND GUESTS: The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at this congregation is
administered in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions. It is
celebrated in the confidence that we receive into our mouths, not just bread and wine, but as our
Lord promises His true Body and Blood “through and in which we obtain the forgiveness of sins”.
If you are not a member of a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, we kindly ask
that you arrange for a time to speak with Pastor Riley if you are interested in receiving Holy
Communion.

 OPENING HYMN NO. 534: “Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor”

 CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION
P

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C: who made heaven and earth.
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
P: O almighty God, merciful Father,

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
 KYRIE

 GLORIA IN EXCLESIS

 SALUTATION and COLLECT
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, our Father, Your blessed Son called Luke the physician to be an
evangelist and physician of the soul. Grant that the healing medicine of the Gospel and the
Sacraments may put to flight the diseases of our souls that with willing hearts we may ever
love and serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
(Be Seated)
 OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 35:5-8
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then
shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break
forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the
thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall
become reeds and rushes. And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of
Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if
they are fools, they shall not go astray.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
 GRADUAL:
Your word is a lamp | to my feet*
and a light | to my path.
How sweet are your words | to my taste,*
sweeter than honey | to my mouth!
My heart overflows with a | pleasing theme;*
my tongue is like the pen of a | ready scribe.
 EPISTLE: 2 Timothy 4:5-18
As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill
your ministry.
For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has
come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will
award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.
Do your best to come to me soon. For Demas, in love with this present world, has
deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.
Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for
ministry. Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. When you come, bring the cloak that I left with
Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above all the parchments. Alexander the coppersmith
did me great harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds. Beware of him yourself,
for he strongly opposed our message. At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but

all deserted me. May it not be charged against them! But the Lord stood by me and
strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the
Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from
every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
(Please Stand)
 GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL

C:
 HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:1-4
(Jesus teaches about rendering civil authorities their due.)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.

In as much as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been
accomplished among us, just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses
and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, it seemed good to me also, having
followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most
excellent Theophilus, that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been
taught.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

 GOSPEL RECESSIONAL
 STATEMENT of FAITH: Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
Begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will

come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead whose kingdom
will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
 SERMON HYMN NO. 856: “O Christ, who Called the Twelve”

O Christ, the_apostles’ Lord, The martyrs’ strength and song,
The crucified and risen King To whom the saints belong:
Though generations pass, Our tribute still we bring,
Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, Our lives an offering.
(Be Seated)
 SERMON: “Physician in the Truth”

Luke 1:1-4

(Please Stand)
 PRAYER of the CHURCH
P: O Lord, deliver Your people by Your power, and grant to us grace sufficient for all our needs
and for the needs of all people.
Brief silence
P: Let us pray to the Lord to open the eyes of the blind by the light of His Word and to open the
ears of the deaf with the voice of His Gospel, and for the Lord to clear the way for all people
to know the riches of His grace, the gift of forgiveness and the promise of life in Christ. Lord,
in Your mercy,

C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Let us pray to the Lord to raise up evangelists who will witness the Gospel, for preachers who
will testify to the mighty act of deliverance on the cross by which we have been saved, and
for the Lord to bless His Church and all church workers who serve us in His name. Lord, in
Your mercy,

C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Let us pray to the Lord to teach us to trust not in our works but in His Word, and for a
steadfast faith to endure in time of test, trial and tribulation. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Let us pray to the Lord to bless our nation with peace and harmony, and for the Lord to bless
our president, governor, all legislators and judges, and those who protect and defend us
against all the enemies of our land. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Let us pray to the Lord to heal the sick, give relief to the suffering, grant comfort to those who
mourn, and give peace to the dying, and those we name in our hearts. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Let us pray to the Lord on behalf of those who serve as doctors and nurses, for medical
researchers and those who work to end disease, and for those who care for people most
vulnerable. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Let us pray to the Lord for the renewal of our lives of prayer and devotion, interceding on
behalf of all those in need and those who have devoted themselves to the Lord’s work. Lord,
in Your mercy,

C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Let us pray to the Lord for those who commune this day, for faith to receive His gifts, and for
genuine repentance, that they may receive to their benefit His flesh and blood in this bread
and cup. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Let us pray to the Lord for our stewardship of His creation, for our faithful use of all His gifts,
and for grateful hearts, that we may honor the Lord with our words and with our works. Lord,

in Your mercy,

C: Lord, have mercy.
P; Let us pray to the Lord that we may not forget those who delivered to us the sacred deposit
and taught us the faith, and let us join them in passing on the faith to those yet to come. Lord,
in Your mercy,

C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Let us pray to the Lord that we may remain steadfast and immovable in faith, and that we
may endure to the day of His coming again, when we shall be reunited with those who have
gone before us with the sign of faith and now rest from their labors, to live in His eternal
presence and sing His praise without end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
We are pleased that you have decided to join us in worship in the sanctuary of St. John’s. We
hope that by listening to God‘s word and partaking of his gift of communion you will be provided
with comfort and solace. We respectfully ask that you follow the safety guidelines that have
allowed us to be open. Please remain socially distant and wear your mask not only during the
service but also as you return to your seat after communion. Thank you for your consideration
and have a blessed day.”

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for You have mightily governed and
protected Your holy Church, in which the blessed apostles and evangelists proclaimed Your
divine and saving Gospel. Therefore with patriarchs and prophets, apostles and evangelists,
with Your servant Luke, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

P: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to
pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
 WORDS of INSTITUTION
P:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My +
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me."

 PAX DOMINI
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

 AGNUS DEI

(Please Sit)

 DISTRIBUTION HYMN NO. 835: “On Galilee’s High Mountain”

That ev’ryone He chooses,
For reasons of His own,
Will find in Christ his calling
To live His love alone.
His presence always leads us
Till time no more shall be;
Christ’s strength, His love, His comfort
Give us His victory.
5

6

Lord, gather all Your children,
Wherever they may be,
And lead them on to heaven
To live eternally
With You, our loving Father,
And Christ, our brother dear,
Whose Spirit guards and gives us
The joy to persevere.
(Please Stand)

 THE BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul
to life everlasting.

C: Amen.
 NUNC DIMITTIS

 THANKSGIVING

P: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS

 BENEDICTION

 CLOSING HYMN NO. 585: “Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide”

5

Restrain, O Lord, the human pride
That seeks to thrust Your truth aside
Or with some man-made thoughts or things
Would dim the words Your Spirit sings.
6
Stay with us, Lord, and keep us true;
Preserve our faith our whole life through—
Your Word alone our heart’s defense,
The Church’s glorious confidence.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be an Encourager
Do you have a nickname? Some people have nicknames that are derived from
their full names. Some have gotten nicknames because of a physical feature (which
can be very hurtful) or something they have accomplished (like “Wrong Way
Marshall” who ran the wrong way to score a touchdown for the opposing team!).
“Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which
means Son of Encouragement)…” (Acts 4:36) was a man with a nickname anyone
would be proud to have. His nickname is widely known; not too many even realize
his real name was Joseph. How did this steward of God earn this nickname?
The first time the Bible mentions Barnabas is in the passage above where we
read that he “sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’
feet.” Wow! Wouldn’t that provide encouragement? Knowing that someone believed
in your work so much that he would give the entire proceeds from his property to
support your work would surely inspire you to work even harder.
In Acts 13:2 we read, “The Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me [the Holy Spirit]
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’” Here Barnabas is
partnered with Saul, who later takes the name Paul. Whose name is more
recognizable? In verse 42 of the same chapter, we find the names reversed: “As
Paul and Barnabas…” What has happened is that God has chosen to make Paul the
leader on their missionary trips and to delegate Barnabas as his companion, his
fellow-worker. Did Barnabas quit when he no longer had top billing? No way! He
continued laboring beside Paul as they ministered to the early Church.
He did have a disagreement with Paul, though, that arose from his desire to
encourage and his choice not to give up on people. The problem was this: Another
disciple, a young man named, “John, also called Mark” had traveled with them but, at
one point, had “deserted them in Pamphylia” (Acts 15:37-38). Paul refused to take
Mark, so Barnabas parted company with Paul and took Mark himself to do the Lord’s
work. Barnabas was willing to give someone a second chance. Don’t you think Mark
was encouraged?
We’re all in need of encouragement, and we are all equipped to give
encouragement. It’s easier to complain and find fault, but, even with the most
disagreeable person, we can find something to commend. Make it your goal to find
someone each day to encourage.

