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WELCOME IN THE NAME OF JESUS, OUR LORD!
We pray that our worship this day will be an inspiration to every one of us.
If you are a visitor or the guest of someone, please sign our Guest Book at the
round table in the Foyer. Requests for prayers in this morning's service may be
made by writing them on the Prayer Request form in the entryway of the church.
A Nursery for infants and toddlers is available in Room 4 on this level.
Please note: We are pleased that you have joined us for worship in the sanctuary of
St. John's. We respectfully ask that you follow the health and safety guidelines issued
by the Commonwealth that have allowed us to be open. Please make use of the hand
sanitizing stations as you enter the church building. Masks are to be worn at ALL
TIMES. You may sit in any pew that is not roped off, but not on the left side of the
sanctuary. Maintain proper social distancing while worshiping and receiving the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. Thank you for your cooperation.

 HYMN NO. 400: “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning”

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
 INVOCATION, CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION
P

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C: who made heaven and earth.
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit. C:
Amen.

 KYRIE

 HYMN No. 368 - “Angels We Have Heard on High”

 SALUTATION and COLLECT
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and
commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come. In the new year, abide among us
with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
(Please sit)
 OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For
behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise
upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall come to your light, and
kings to the brightness of your rising.
Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your
sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. Then you shall see
and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be
turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover
you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall
bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
 GRADUAL – (Sung by All)
To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder.
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.
Sing to the Lord a | new song,
for he has done | marvelous things!
 EPISTLE READING: Ephesians 3:1-12
For this reason, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— assuming
that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, how the
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When you read this,
you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the
sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the
same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was
given me by the working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this
grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to
light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all
things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal

purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access
with confidence through our faith in him.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
(Please Stand and Sing)

 The Gospel Processional
 HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of
the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the
star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship
him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had
seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child
was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

 The Gospel Recessional
 NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and
of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all

things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
 HYMN NO. 397: “As with Gladness Men of Old”

(Please sit)
 SERMON: “We Have Come to Worship Him” Matthew 2:1-12
 PRAYER of the CHURCH

(Please Stand)

P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs. Heavenly Father, we give You thanks that Your Son, the eternal Word, became flesh

and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. Extend His praise into all the world, that many
more with us would come to hope in His steadfast love. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Heavenly Father, Your Son diligently heard the Word of God and grew in wisdom and stature,
submissive to His earthly parents and always about Your business and in Your house. Keep
the families of Your Church abiding in Your Word, eager to be found among Your Word and
Sacraments and always treasuring Your divine wisdom and favor. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Heavenly Father, You have blessed us in Christ, Your beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. Preserve Your Church by the
preaching of the Gospel of salvation and the seal of the promised Holy Spirit in Baptism.
Raise up among us faithful preachers to the praise of Christ’s glory, until we acquire the
inheritance promised us in Him. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Heavenly Father, You gave to Your servant Solomon unsurpassed wisdom to rule Your
people Israel, chiefly the wisdom that begins in fearing You. Give to the leaders and elected
officials of our nation wisdom for their task to discern between good and evil and to govern
this people in peace and quietness. Be gracious to preserve our president and presidentelect, our governor, and all legislators and judges. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Heavenly Father, give patience and endurance to all who are sick or in any need, and heal
them according to Your will. Receive our thanksgiving for every blessing and kindness You
have shown to Your people. Give comfort and hope to all who mourn. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Heavenly Father, Your Son has won redemption through His blood, granting the forgiveness
of our trespasses. So now according to the riches of Your grace, receive those who come to
Your blessed Sacrament this day. Grant worthy repentance and confident faith to all who
commune, united in a sincere confession of the faith. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of
Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God
forever.

C: Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the
mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that,
seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not
seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

P: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to

pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
 WORDS of INSTITUTION
P:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My +
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me."

 PAX DOMINI
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

 AGNUS DEI

(Please Sit)

 DISTRIBUTION HYMN NO. 396: “Arise and Shine in Splendor

5

Your heart will leap for gladness
When from the realms of sadness
They come from near and far.
Your eyes will wake from slumber
As people without number
Rejoice to see the Morning Star.
(Please Stand)

 THE BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul
to life everlasting.

C: Amen.

 NUNC DIMITTIS

 THANKSGIVING

P: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS

 BENEDICTION

 CLOSING HYMN NO. 395: “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright"

5

O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way—
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!
His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!
Jubilation!
Exultation!
Tell the story!
Great is He, the King of Glory!

6

What joy to know, when life is past,
The Lord we love is first and last,
The end and the beginning!
He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
For the day of Your returning!

RADIO MINISTRY: There are many Sundays coming up that are available for sponsorship.
Please help in the continuing outreach mission project of our Radio Broadcast of Sunday morning
Worship. Broadcasts can be heard each Sunday at 7:30 a.m. on WHYN (560 AM). The cost for
the program is now $125 per week. If you are interested in sponsoring a broadcast (or a part of a
broadcast) in memory of or in honor of anyone please call the church or sign up on the sheet
outside the office door.
LUTHERAN WITNESS: Subscriptions for the Lutheran Witness, a publication of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, are $11.00 per year. To renew or enter a new subscription,
please use the SUBSCRIPTION envelope in your box of 2021 offering envelopes. These
envelopes may be placed in the offering plate or given to Jane McClure.
2021 SCRIPTURE CALENDARS $8.00 each
2021 SCRIPTURE POCKET CALENDARS $5.00 each
CHICO Bags: Small - $8.00 each and Large - $10.00 each

