Sunday Worship
Bulletin
THE FESTIVAL of
the
REFORMATION
10:00 AM
October 31, 2021

Saint John's Lutheran Church
---- Missouri Synod ---60 Broad Street, Westfield, MA
(413)568-1417
Rev. David Riley, Pastor
125 Glenwood Drive, Westfield, MA 01085
Cell phone # 870-814-4828

Website: stjohnswestfield.org E-mail: info@stjohnswestfield.org
Radio Broadcast at 7:30 AM on WHYN 560 AM

WELCOME IN THE NAME OF JESUS, OUR LORD!
We pray that our worship this day will be an inspiration to every one of us.
If you are a visitor or the guest of someone, please sign our Guest Book at the
round table in the Foyer. Requests for prayers in this morning's service may be
made by writing them on the Prayer Request form in the entryway of the church.
A Nursery for infants and toddlers is available in Room 4 on this level.
Jesus said: “A new commandment I
give to you, that you love one
another: just has I have loved you,
you are also to love another. By this
all people will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another.” John 13:34-35

The Order of Holy Communion
 PROCESSIONAL HYMN: "Lord Keep Us in Thy Word and Work"
(From the 1st Hymnal of the LCMS by C.F.Walther - Tune of LSB 655 "Lord Keep Us Steadfast
In Thy Word")

1. Lord, keep us in Thy word and work, "Restrain the murd'rous world that lurks",
Who fain would tear from off Thy throne

Christ Jesus, Thy beloved Son.

2. Lord Jesus Christ, Thy pow'r make known, For Thou art Lord of lords alone;
Defend Thy Christendom that we May evermore sing praise to Thee.
3. O Comforter of priceless worth, Send peace and unity on earth.
Support us in our final strife And lead us out of death to life.
 INVOCATION, CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION
P

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C: Who made heaven and earth.
P:

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination
P: O almighty God, merciful Father,

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserve Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
 SALUTATION and COLLECT
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And with Thy Spirit.

P: Let us pray. Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people.
Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation,
defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C: Amen.
(Please be Seated)
 FIRST READING: Revelation 14:6-7
An angel with an eternal gospel
Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to
those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he said
with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come,
and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”
P: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
 PSALM 46
P: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

C: Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains
be moved into the heart of the sea,
P: though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.

C: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of
the Most High.
P: God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her when morning dawns.

C: The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts.
P: The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

C: Come, behold the works of the LORD, how he has brought desolations on the
earth.
P: He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots with fire.

C: “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be
exalted in the earth!”
P: The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

C: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
 EPISTLE: Romans 3:19-28

“Justified by faith”
Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For
by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin.
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although
the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in

Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.
This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed
over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be
just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of
works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works
of the law.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
(Please Stand)
 GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL
 HOLY GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.

C: Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered
him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that
you say, ‘You will become free’?”
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave
to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son
sets you free, you will be free indeed."
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise be to You, O Christ.
 GOSPEL RECESSIONAL
 HYMN of the DAY No.

655: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”

(Please Be Seated)

 SERMON: “Sola Scriptura! Stick to the Word”
John 8:31-36
(Please Stand)
 CREEDAL HYMN No.

954: “We All Believe in One True God”

 PRAYER of the CHURCH
P: Having confidence in our justification by grace through faith and having access to the Father
in Jesus’ name, let us turn our hearts in prayer on behalf of ourselves, the Church and all
people according to their needs. O almighty God, You have shown Your faithfulness by
raising up those in every generation who call Your Church to repentance and renewal.
Continue to raise up voices in our own day who herald the truth of Your Word and proclaim
the faith in purity and truth against all enemies. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Everlasting Father, You do not desire the death of the sinner but want all to come to faith and
life in Christ. Raise up faithful pastors who will preach Your Word without fail and teach the
doctrine delivered to the saints, that many may hear and believe. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Merciful Lord, Your Word has been the light and salvation throughout the ages. Help us to
bring Your grace to those in darkness, and grant them freedom through the forgiveness of
their sins. Bless the missionaries serving far and near and the new congregations they
establish in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: God of power and might, You have established governments and the order of law for the
protection of all people and to preserve the freedom to worship You in spirit and in truth.
Grant, our president; our governor; the Congress of these United States; and the legislature
of our state wisdom, humility and integrity, that all may enjoy true justice and the protection of
life from its conception to its natural end. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Holy and gracious God, Your power is revealed chiefly in showing mercy to those in need.
Give to the sick healing, to the troubled peace, to the grieving comfort and to the dying
peace. According to Your gracious promise, grant patience to those in tribulation and trial.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Heavenly Father, You have given great gifts to Your people and provided resources to
provide for their own needs and for the poor. Bless the agencies and programs of Your
Church by which Your people give aid and support to those in need. Help us to provide
gainful employment to all people, that they may enjoy the fruits of their labors and honor You
with the works of their hands. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Gracious God and Father, Your own Son has set His table among us and gives His own flesh
and blood to be the bread of heaven that feeds us everlasting life and the cup of salvation in
which our thirst is satisfied forever. Give us Your Holy Spirit, that we may commune worthily
and in repentance and faith feast upon His Holy Sacrament. Bring us at last to that day when
all earthly divisions will cease and we will be one people before the altar of the Lord. Until that

day, preserve among us Your Word and Sacraments. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Almighty God and Father, we pray You to grant us all good things that will benefit us in body
and soul and to prevent anything harmful to us or to our salvation. Teach us to live in
contentment with Your will and purpose and in the freedom You alone supply to serve You
with all our heart, mind, body and soul; all these things we pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your onlybegotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us
Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith
and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and blood
for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the boundless
love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from
Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and
wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth: heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He,
blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna,
hosanna in the highest.
P: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to
pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

 WORDS of INSTITUTION
 PAX DOMINI
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen.
 DISTRIBUTION HYMN No. 578: “Thy Strong Word”

5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias, Alleluias without end!
6

God the Father, light-creator, To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity!
(Please Stand)

 THE BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul
to life everlasting. Depart in peace and joy.
C: Amen.

 POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
P: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You
have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
P: He is our God forever and ever; He will be our guide even to the end.

C: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.
P: The Lord Almighty is with us,

C: The God of Jacob is our fortress. Amen.
 BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.
 RECESSIONAL HYMN No.

656: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

