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WELCOME IN THE NAME OF JESUS, OUR LORD!
We pray that our worship this day will be an inspiration to every one of us.
If you are a visitor or the guest of someone, please sign our Guest Book at the
round table in the Foyer. Requests for prayers in this morning's service may be
made by writing them on the Prayer Request form in the entryway of the church.
A Nursery for infants and toddlers is available in Room 4 on this level.
Jesus said: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just
has I have loved you, you are also to love another. By this all people will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35
Please note: We are pleased that you have joined us for worship in the sanctuary of St.
John's. We respectfully ask that you follow the health and safety guidelines issued by the
Commonwealth that have allowed us to be open. Please make use of the hand sanitizing
stations as you enter the church building. Masks are to be worn as you approach for
communion. Thank you for your cooperation.

The Order of Holy Communion
 OPENING HYMN NO. 670: “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”

 CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION
P

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C: who made heaven and earth.
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
P: O almighty God, merciful Father,

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
 KYRIE

 GLORIA IN EXCLESIS

 SALUTATION and COLLECT
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people of all times
and places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us
so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that, together with them, we
may come to the unspeakable joys You have prepared for those who love You; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.
(Be Seated)
 OLD TESTAMENT: Isaiah 26:1-21
In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: “We have a strong city; he sets
up salvation as walls and bulwarks. Open the gates, that the righteous nation that keeps faith
may enter in. You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts
in you. Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD GOD is an everlasting rock. For he has
humbled the inhabitants of the height, the lofty city. He lays it low, lays it low to the
ground, casts it to the dust. The foot tramples it, the feet of the poor, the steps of the needy.”
The path of the righteous is level; you make level the way of the righteous. In the path of your
judgments, O LORD, we wait for you; your name and remembrance are the desire of our
soul. My soul yearns for you in the night; my spirit within me earnestly seeks you. For when
your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness. If favor is
shown to the wicked, he does not learn righteousness; in the land of uprightness he deals
corruptly and does not see the majesty of the LORD. O LORD, your hand is lifted up, but they
do not see it. Let them see your zeal for your people, and be ashamed. Let the fire for your
adversaries consume them. O LORD, you will ordain peace for us, for you have indeed done
for us all our works. O LORD our God, other lords besides you have ruled over us, but your
name alone we bring to remembrance. They are dead, they will not live; they are shades,
they will not arise; to that end you have visited them with destruction and wiped out all
remembrance of them.
But you have increased the nation, O LORD, you have increased the nation; you are
glorified; you have enlarged all the borders of the land. O LORD, in distress they sought
you; they poured out a whispered prayer when your discipline was upon them. Like a
pregnant woman who writhes and cries out in her pangs when she is near to giving birth,
so were we because of you, O LORD; we were pregnant, we writhed, but we have given birth
to wind. We have accomplished no deliverance in the earth, and the inhabitants of the world
have not fallen.
Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing
for joy! For your dew is a dew of light, and the earth will give birth to the dead. Come, my
people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourselves for a little
while until the fury has passed by.
For behold, the LORD is coming out from his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth
for their iniquity, and the earth will disclose the blood shed on it, and will no more cover its
slain.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

 EPISTLE: Revelation 7:9-17
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the
angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing
and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God
forever and ever! Amen.”
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes,
and from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These
are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.
“Therefore, they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. They shall hunger no more,
neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in
the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living
water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
(Please Stand)
 GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL
 HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.

Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples
came to him.
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

 GOSPEL RECESSIONAL
 STATEMENT of FAITH: Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
Begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead whose kingdom
will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

 SERMON HYMN NO. 677: “For All the Saints”

(Be Seated)

Sts. 1-8

 SERMON: “With Angels and Archangels and All the Company of Heaven”
Isaiah 26:1-21

(Please Stand)
 COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
P: Let us remember with thanksgiving those who have gone before us with the sign of faith, for
they were created by God to offer Him praise and thanksgiving forever. God gave new life to
them through Holy Baptism, nourished them in the company of His people at His Holy Table,
and in His mercy summoned them to His eternal presence so that they continue to serve Him
forever.
(November 2020 - November 2021):
Richard Beasley Beverly Bishop Donald Hennemann
Robert William Schwaber Ernest & Elizabeth Simmons Gary John Snyder
Nick Weidhaas Eric Wrobleski

 PRAYER of the CHURCH
P: Standing with the great multitude of saints before the throne of God and the Lamb, let us join
in prayer, praise and thanksgiving to the God of our salvation.
Brief silence
Mighty and eternal God, we remember before You the saints and martyrs of every
generation, who trusted in You in the face of terror and threat. Grant that when facing
persecution and trial in our own day, we may be steadfast in faith. Deliver those whom You
have washed in Baptism, granting the new life that death cannot overcome. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Mighty and eternal God, You established the Church and have granted her Your aid and
protection through these many years. Continue to pour out upon us Your Spirit and grace,
that we may accomplish Your bidding and proclaim Your saving name to every corner of the
earth. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Mighty and eternal God, we give You thanks for the faithful pastors who have spoken to us
Your Word and the church workers who have served us in Your name. Grant that we may
continue to receive their ministry of Word and Sacrament with willing ears and open hearts.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Mighty and eternal God, we beg Your grace that our lives may be ordered by Your
commands, and we ask You to bless those who govern us in Your name. Bless our
president, the Congress, our governor, the legislature and all local officials, that pursuing the
path of justice they may act with humility and honor for the good of all people. Give wisdom to
all who vote this week, and bless its result, that our nation may elect our leaders peacefully
and orderly. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Mighty and eternal God, we rejoice that You have rescued us from the power of death and
raised us in Christ to dwell with Him in everlasting life. Give to those who grieve the comfort
of the promise of the resurrection of the dead and eternal life, and bestow Your peace upon
the dying, that they may fall asleep here and awaken in Your glory. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Mighty and eternal God, You have made us Your children, and You continue to guard us as
Your own possession. According to Your will, give healing to the sick, calm to the troubled in
mind, and patience to those facing sorrow and struggle. Give health and peace to our nation.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Mighty and eternal God, show forth Your kindness to the poor and Your compassion to those
who suffer injustice. Deliver us from the scourge of racism and prejudice, and help us to
acknowledge our common life from Your creative power and our common redemption in
Christ, our Savior. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Mighty and eternal God, we are unworthy of all Your blessings and do not deserve the
mercies new every morning of our earthly lives. Give us the will and desire to care
responsibly for all that You have entrusted to us and to be generous with those in need and
for the support of Your Church and the work of Your Kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Mighty and eternal God, Your Son has set His table among us in the presence of our
enemies, giving us a foretaste of the eternal feast to come. Prepare us in heart and mind to
come to this Sacrament and receive the blessing of His body and blood for our benefit.
Deliver us from divisions that prevent our communion together, and bring us soon to the day
when we will be fully united in doctrine and life to the glory of Your holy name. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Mighty and eternal God, bring us to that day when every tear shall be wiped from our eyes
and we shall hunger and thirst no more. Knowing You now by faith, we yearn for the day
when we shall know You face to face. Until the dawn of that eternal day, keep us in Your faith
and fear through our Good Shepherd and Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. In the communion of all Your saints
gathered into the one body of Your Son, You have surrounded us with so great a cloud of
witnesses that we, encouraged by their faith and strengthened by their fellowship, may run
with perseverance the race that is set before us and, together with them, receive the crown of
glory that does not fade away. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:

P: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to
pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
 WORDS of INSTITUTION
P:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My +
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."
In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me."

 PAX DOMINI
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

 AGNUS DEI

(Please Sit)
 DISTRIBUTION HYMN NO. 680: “Thine the Amen. Thine the Praise”

(Please Stand)
 THE BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul
to life everlasting.

C: Amen.

 NUNC DIMITTIS

 THANKSGIVING

P: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever .

 SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS

 BENEDICTION

 CLOSING HYMN NO. 678: “We Sing for All the Unsung Saints

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
NEXT SUNDAY DIRECTLY AFTER CHURCH

