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WELCOME IN THE NAME OF JESUS, OUR LORD! 
We pray that our worship this day will be an inspiration to every one of us. 

If you are a visitor or the guest of someone, please sign our Guest Book at the 
round table in the Foyer. Requests for prayers in this morning's service may be 
made by writing them on the Prayer Request form in the entryway of the church. 

A Nursery for infants and toddlers is available in Room 4 on this level. 

 
Jesus said: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as 

I have loved you, you are also to love another. By this all people will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”                 John 13:34-35 

  



The Order of Holy Communion– Setting Three 
AS WE GATHER: We consider the Father’s words on the Mount of Transfiguration: “This is My 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” The Father bears witness to the 
authority of the Son. Remember God’s words to listen to the voice of Jesus. 
     We also recall the brightness of Jesus shining upon the disciples. Jesus’ transfiguration 
reminds us of the blessing we hear every week at the end of worship in the Benediction for the 
Lord’s face to shine upon us. In the person of Jesus, God’s face certainly shines upon us, and we 
look forward to the day when Christ returns in glory to permanently shine His face upon us. 

 

 PROCESSIONAL HYMN NO. 413: “O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair!”     

 

 

 

 
 

 INVOCATION, CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  
 
 
 



P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

      Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: who made heaven and earth. 
 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

P: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and  
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  
 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 
my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit.             

C: Amen. 
 

 SALUTATION and COLLECT   

P: The Lord be with you.                   

C: And with Thy Spirit. 
 

P: Let us pray. O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the 
mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came from the 
bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs 
with the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
(Be Seated)  

 

 OLD TESTAMENT: Exodus 24:8–18 (Moses goes up to Mount Sinai.) 
                       And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the 

blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 
Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went 

up, and they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement 
of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness.  And he did not lay his hand on the 
chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank. 

The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that I may give 
you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their 
instruction.”  So Moses rose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain 
of God.  And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we return to you. And behold, Aaron 
and Hur are with you. Whoever has a dispute, let him go to them.” 



Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain.  The glory of 
the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he 
called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud.  Now the appearance of the glory of 
the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of 
Israel.  Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the 
mountain forty days and forty nights. 

R:   This is the Word of the Lord.            

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 EPISTLE: 2 Peter 1:16–21 
 (Peter recounts seeing Jesus’ transfiguration and hearing God’s voice.) 

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he 
received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the 
Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard 
this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. And we have 
the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a 
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 
knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own 
interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

 R:   This is the Word of the Lord.                   

C:  Thanks be to God.  
 

(Please Stand ) 
 GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL  
 
 HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1–9 (Jesus is transfigured before Peter, James, and John.) 
P:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventeenth chapter. 

C:  Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led  

them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face 
shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. And behold, there appeared to 
them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are 
here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for 
Elijah.” He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice 
from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 
When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and 
touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw 
no one but Jesus only. 

And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the 
vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord.               

C:  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 
 GOSPEL RECESSIONAL  



 

 STATEMENT of FAITH: Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of 

all things visible and invisible. 
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of 
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
Begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all  
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from  
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made  
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was  
buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead whose kingdom 
will have no end. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 

 HYMN of the DAY NO. 414:  "Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here” 

  

  

  
 

(Be Seated) 



 

 SERMON:  “Tis Good, Lord, to be Here”        Matthew 17:1-9   
 

(Please Stand) 
 PRAYER of the CHURCH 
P: Heavenly Father, You revealed Your glory in the transfiguration of Your Son, who 

tabernacled among us in the flesh. Open our eyes, that by faith we would see Him continuing 
to tabernacle among us in the Divine Service. Grant that we would heed Your admonition to 
“listen to Him” as He forgives and preserves us at the font, pulpit and altar. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Holy God, we ask for Your blessing on this congregation, especially for our catechumens. As 

Moses was changed when he saw Your glory on Mount Sinai, may we who have beheld Your 
glory in the face of Christ also be transformed and given boldness of spirit to share Your glory 
abroad. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Almighty God, Moses and Elijah appeared with the Savior in glory, witnessing all that the Law 

and the prophets speak about Him. Grant wisdom to all pastors and church workers to open 
Your Scriptures in such a way that everyone would hear the voice of Jesus calling them to 
life. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Heavenly Father, bless the families of Your Church, that parents would teach the faith to their 

children and that the forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in all households. Remember 
also all expectant mothers, that they and their babies would be kept safe and healthy 
throughout their pregnancies. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Almighty Father, You alone establish all authority on earth. Bless those entrusted with 

authority both here and abroad to serve with integrity and honor for the well-being of all. 
Grant that all division, conflict and strife would give way to unity, peace and quietness. Lord, 
in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: God of all comfort, You alone bring the peace that passes understanding to troubled hearts. 

Remember the afflicted, that they would know Your presence, taste Your peace and receive 
healing according to Your gracious will, ever trusting in the hope of the resurrection. Lord, in 
Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Lord, we praise You, for we are fearfully and wonderfully made. Give us ears to hear Your 

voice speaking through Your Word, holy lips to receive Christ’s blessed Sacrament with 
repentance and faith, and holy awe at Your glory granted to us in the Means of Grace. Lord, 
in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 



 
P: Lord God, Your power is beyond compare and Your glory beyond understanding. Open our 

hearts to know You through the glory of Your Son, whose saving will and purpose has 
rescued us from sin and death and made us Your own people by Baptism and faith; for to 
You, blessed and eternal Father, belong all honor and glory, worship and praise, with Your 
beloved Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament    
P: The Lord be with you.  

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts.  

 
 
P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.  

 
 
P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who at His 
transfiguration revealed His glory to His disciples that they might be strengthened to proclaim 
His cross and resurrection and with all the faithful look forward to the glory of life everlasting. 
Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

  

 

 



 

 
 

P: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed 
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray:   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 WORDS of INSTITUTION 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My + 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me." 

In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My + blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me." 

 

 PAX DOMINI 
P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

   
 
 AGNUS DEI 

 

 



 

 

 
 

(Be Seated) 
 

 DISTRIBUTION HYMN No. 632: “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” 

 

 

 
 
 

(Please Stand) 
 

 THE BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting.                             

C:  Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 THANKSGIVING 
P:  O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
 

 
 
 
 



 
P:  Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever . 

 

 
 

 SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS 

 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
 

   
 
 

P:  Bless we the Lord. 
 

 
 
 

 BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 RECESSIONAL HYMN No. 417:  "Alleluia, Song of Gladness” 

  

  

  

  

 
2023 Lenten Series - “In His Steps” 

Join Pastor Riley during this 2023 Lenten Season as we explore Jesus’ final days 
before, during, and after His crucifixion. We will visit a different location each week 
such as Lazarus’ tomb in Bethany, the main temple in Jerusalem, and Golgotha (the 
place where our Savior suffered and died). The Midweek Lenten Services will be held 
on Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. beginning this week. 

Ash Wednesday, February 22 - “His Final Steps Led to A Tomb” John 11:1-44 
Wednesday, March 1 - “His Final Steps Led to a Dinner Celebration” John 12:1-11 

Wednesday, March 8 - “His Final Steps Led to His Father’s House” Matthew 21:12-17 
Wednesday, March 15 – “His Final Steps led to a Fig Tree” Mark 11:12-14, 20-25 

Wednesday, March 22 - “His Final Steps Led to Some Greeks” John 12:20-33 
Wednesday, March 29 - “His Final Steps Led to His Enemies” Luke 20:9-19 
Palm Sunday, April 2 – “His Final Steps led to a Donkey” Matthew 21:1-11 

Holy Thursday, April 6 - “His Final Steps led to the Upper Room” Mark 14:12-24 
Good Friday, April 7 - “His Final Steps Led to the Place of the Skull” Luke 23:26-33 

Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 8  
Easter Services, April 9 - “His First Steps Led Outside the Tomb” John 20:1-18 


